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Nibley: The Early Christian Prayer Circle

the early christian

prayer circle

hugh nibley

the

nature of the early christian prayer circle may be described
by letting the oldest documents speak for themselves beginning
with the latest and moving backwards to the earliest the rite was
depicted for the last time in a document read to the assembled
nicaea in 787 AD and conchurchmen of the second council of nicaean
demned by them to the flames their objection was to parts of the
text that proclaimed the gnostic doctrine of the total immateriality
of christ on the subject of the prayer circle which was strange to
them they preserved a discreet silence actually that part of it was
an excerpt taken from a much older writing the acts of john being
the earliest apocryphal christian acta dating at least to the early
third century
1

hugh nibley is emeritus professor of ancient scripture at brigham young university
Sac rorum Concilio
1j
conciliorum
aj
conaliorum
1960
rum nova et amplissima
amplis sima Collect io graz akademischer verlag i960
J D mansi sacrorum

Tara
tarasius
sius
minutes of the meeting are instructive beginning with col 172 jarasius
the most holy patriarch said let us view the document as a whole as contrary to the gospel
sit and it says that the human nature was only an appearance
the holy synod said aye sir
Const annne the most holy bishop of constantia
Cons rantia in cyprus said this book is the basis of their
constantine
unauthorized assemblies
jarasius
Tara sius the m h patriarch said these things are simply ridiculous
tarasius
catana said yes but this book has been undermining
theodore the most god beloved bishop of carana
the authority lit wrenching the vestments of the holy church of god
paru synagogal had to have this
para
euthymius the most holy bishop of sardis said their false sects parasynagogal
parasynagogai
book to back
sack them up lit as witnesses
the entire synod declared all heresy depends on this book
jarasius
Tara
tarasius
sius the most honorable bishop said alas how many heretical books support their false teach
vol 13 cols 169 75

ings

the

gregory the most holy bishop of neocaesarea
Neo caesarea said but this book is nothing but vile infection

miasma and a disgrace

on

jarasius
Tara
sius the holy synod said let it be condemned anathema from the first
motion by tarasius
letter to the last
john a most revered monk and vicar to the eastern patriarchs said behold blessed fathers it is
most clearly demonstrated herewith that the leaders of the heresy which criticizes true christianity are
Samaritans to say nothing of the
samaritana
really the companions and fellow travelers of nebuchadnezzar and the samaritans
mamchaeans whose testimony they
jews and gentiles greeks and also of those cursed atheists the manichaeans
anathemized along with their writi
cite
ariti
ngs
let them all be anathernized
writings
the holy synod said anathema
john the monk then made a motion may it please the most holy and oecumenical synod to
vote that no further copies be made of this pestilential book
the holy synod voted let no copies of it be made furthermore we herewith declare it worthy to
be consigned to the flames
here peter the secretary of the meeting signs his name to the minutes conventional christian
Gougaud in F cabrol and H
goubaud
ity views the ancient prayer circle as a sort of gnostic aberration L gougaud
pans letouzey
lit urgie paris
vol 4 col
darche ologie chretienne et de liturgize
1921
liturgie
leclercq Diction
dictionnaire
naire darcheologie
letouzel et ane 19211
ologie
darcheologie
dictionnaire
249ft it is never mentioned again in orthodox sources cabrol and leclercq Diction
249ff
naire darche
4 4787ff
787ff
ff
4787
a
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in reading this and other accounts of the prayer circles we seem
to enter as max pulver expressed it into a strange space a strange
world unlike ours a world above that opens before us when we enter into the round dance of the disciples led by jesus
the passage
from the acts of john reads as follows after a notice on the extreme
which these things were guarded
secrecy in
inwhich
2

before he was seized by wicked men and by the wicked serpent of the
nomothetoumenoi he called us all together
jewish authorities lawgivers nomothetoumenol
and said before 1I am given over to those men let us sing a hymn of
praise to the father and so go forth ready to face whatever lies ahead
then he commanded us to form a circle taking hold of each others
hand and he himself taking up a position in the middle uttered the
amen formula and pay attention to me epakouete mow
wow
mou
hou follow my
instructions
then he began a hymn saying
praise glory doxa to thee father and we standing in the circle
followed him with the amen
charts love amen
charis
glory to thee logos glory to thee grace charys
chatis
glory to thee spirit glory to thee holy one praise to thy glory
amen or be praised doxasoul
doxasou
doxasoul
sou
fou with glory amen
we praise thee father we thank thee light in which there is no darkness

amen

and while we
wish
1I wish
I1 wish
I1 wish
I1 wish
1I

all give thanks 1I say explain
to be saved and 1I wish to save amen
to be delivered and I1 wish to deliver amen
to bear wounds ti trosko and 1I wish to inflict them amen
to be born and I1 wish to bring forth bear amen
Ign adus epistle to the
to eat and I1 wish to be eaten cf ignatius

romans 411
41 amen

1I want to hear and I1 want to be heard amen
1I want to comprehend
know being all intelligence

nous

amen

want to be washed and I1 want to wash amen
charis grace leads dances in the chorus 1I wish to pipe play
the flute dance all of you amen
I1 wish to mourn all of you mourn lit kopsasthe
Kopsas the inflict blows
cutsy
cuts upon yourselves amen
cutsl
and after having led us in other things in the circle chorus beloved
the lord went out and we went forth like lost wanderers or like
people in a dream fleeing our several ways
1I

3

st augustine

in his 237th epistle quotes a slightly different version calling it a hymn
commonly found in the apocryphal writ
max
fax pulver jesus round dance and crucifixion according to the acts of john in the mysteries eranos papers 11
II Bol
lingen series vol 30 no 2 new york pantheon books 1955 p 169
bollingen
bollinger
3texts of this part of the acts of john taken from a number of sources may be found in mansi
texts
sacrorum
Sac rorum Concilio
dictionnalre
dictionnaire
naire darcheologie
rum
conciliorum
condliorum
darche ologie 4787ff
run
ff M R james the apocrytun cabrol and leclercq Diction
4787
meicher
ap 253ff ed hennecke and W schnecmelcher
phal new testament oxford clarendon press 1972 pp
schneemelcher
Schnec
Schnee melcher
new
neuf
neef testament apocrypha 2 vols philadelphia westminster press 1965 2227 32
neui
2
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Priscillians who believed it to be the
from the priscillians
ings which he getsfrorn
gets grom
hymn of the lord which he recited in secret to his disciples the holy
apostles according as is written in the gospel after he recited a
hymn he ascended the mountain matthew 2630mark
2630
2650 mark 1426 its
absence from the new testament which was augustines
Augu stines argument
augustinas
for rejecting it as spurious was explained by the nectaries
sectaries
sect aries by quoting
tobit 127 the ordinances of the king it is well to conceal though
it is praiseworthy to reveal the works of god conventional christi
tianity following augustine has always denied that there was any
significant teaching of christ not included in the new testament
for to admit such would be to admit serious gaps in their own
knowledge yet augustine labors to show line by line that the hymn
is not heretical as the bishops of nicaean
nicaea found it 350 years later
but that each statement can be duplicated somewhere in the scripathe
tures 4 4the
the further back we go the more prominent becomes the rite
in the church
the actual performance of such a rite is described in a very old
text attributed to clement of rome and preserved in a seventh century syriac translation entitled the testament of our lord jesus
christ as delivered orally by him to us the apostles after his resurrection following his death 5 in celebrating the sacrificial death of
the lord pulver calls his study the round dance and the crucifi
the bishop would
fixion
make the sacrifice the veil of the gate being drawn aside as a sign of the
straying of the former people he would make the offering within the
veil along with priests deacons authorized widows sub
subdeacons
deacons dea
conesses readers and such as were endowed with spiritual gifts As
leader the bishop stands in the middle
the men and women are
assigned their places north south east and west around him then
all give each other the sign of peace next when absolute silence is
established the deacon says let your hearts be to heaven if anyone
has any ill feeling towards his neighbor let him be reconciled if anyone has any hesitation or mental reservations doubts let him make it
known if anyone finds any of the teachings incongenial let him w
withth
draw etc for the father of lights is our witness with the son and
visiting angels take care lest you have aught against your neighbor
lift up your hearts for the sacrifice of redemption and eternal
life let us be grateful for the knowledge which god is giving us

ologia latina 221 vols paris J P migne
patrologic
patrologia
st augustine epistle no 237 in J P migne Patr
1844
64
naire
dictionnaire
184464
33102 hereafter cited as PL quoted partially H leclercq in cabrol Diction
darche ologie 1786 and hennecke and schneernelcher
meicher new testament apocrypha 2228 note
darrhe
schneemelcher
Schneemelcher
tparcheologie
darcheologie
11 rahmani
ed testamentum domini nostrijesm
nostri jesu christi
christ moguntine
aern II
mogunriae
moguntiae F kirchignatius Ephr
ephraem
heim 1899 hereafter cited as TDNJX the age of the work is discussed on pp
ap ix xiv
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then
you

the bishop says in an awesome voice our lord be or is with
and all the people respond and with thy spirit 6

A sort of and
antiphonal
phonal follows with the people in the ring responding
to the words of the bishop then the bishop begins the prayer proper the people repeating these same things praying he thanks
god for the plan of salvation by which thou hast fulfilled thy
purposes by preparing a holy people hast stretched forth thy hands
in suffering that they might be freed from such suffering and from

the corruption of death 7
the identical idea is expressed in the prayer circle so fully described by bishop cyril of jerusalem ca 350 AD which we have
discussed elsewhere
after
strange and paradoxical thing we did not die in reality
having been actually crucified rather it was an imitation by a to-

0

ken

0

love of men overflowing christ really received the nails in his
blameless hands and feet and suffered pain while 1I without any pain
or struggle by his sharing of suffering the pain enjoy the fruits of salvation 8

also in

a

long passage in the acts of john

you who dance consider what

1I

do for yours is this passage of man

which I1 am to suffer
for you could by no means have understood what you suffer unless to
you as logos 1I had been sent by the father
if you knew how to suffer you would be able not to suffer
9
learn how to suffer and you should be able not to suffer

plainly the rite is intimately involved with the suffering of the crucifixion
the syriac prayer ends grant therefore 0 god that all those
be united with thee who participate in these sacred ordinances
and the people say amen bishop give us unity of mind in the
that we may live in thee
holy ghost and heal our spirits
throughout all eternity then certain ordinances are explained to
those in the circle it is he who gave adam a garment and the
promise that after death he might live again and return to heaven
it is explained how christ by the crucifixion reversed the blows of

ibid ap
pp WE
ibid pp
ap 38 40ff
graces 161 vols paris np
iones in J P migne Patr
omtiones
orationes
ofjerusalem catecheticae
catechetical
orationer
ae orar
scyril
Catechetic
orat
cydil of jerusalem
ologia graeca
cyril
patrologic
patrologia
ap
tee
the joseph
ph Ssmith
mith
thejose
1857 68 331109 25 hereafter cited as PG also in hugh nibley the message of therose
papyri an egyptian endowment salt lake city deseret book 1975 p 282
melcher new testament apocrypha 2230ff
schneemelcher
hennecke and Schnee
2230 ff lines 31 42
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death according to the plan of the eternal father laid down before
the foundations of the earth 10
still older are some documents designated as the gospel of bartholomew
tholo mew belonging to that growing corpus of very early writings
believed to contain instructions and teachings given to the apostles
in secret by the lord after his resurrection on one occasion when
the apostles were met together bartholomew said to peter andrew
and john let us ask mary the favored one how she conceived the
lord and bore him
this was an embarrassing question and no
one was willing to approach mary on the subject and bartholomew said to peter you are the president and my teacher you go
and ask her
but peter says bartholomew himself should ask and
after much hesitation he approaches mary on behalf of the other
apostles and she agrees to enlighten them
they form a prayer circle and mary standing before them
raised her hands to heaven and began to call upon the father in an
unknown language a number of versions of which are given
when

she finished the prayer she said let us sit on the ground or
kathi somen at the prepared place edaphon
stand quietly kathisomen
edaphos since it is plain
that they remain standing come peter you are in charge stand at my
right hand and place your left hand under my forearm and you andrew you do the same thing on my left side 12

are instructed to support or catch mary if
she faints lest my bones fail me when 1I start to speak this mutual support in the circle is necessary where some may be caught
away in the spirit and pass out
in a variant version when the brethren are met together on the
mount of olives peter said to mary blessed one please ask the
lord to tell us about the things that are in heaven but mary reminds peter that as adam has precedence over eve so it is his business to take the lead in such things 13 having taken position in the
circle mary begins to speak

john and bartholomew

was in the temple of god a number of early sources report
child 14
there
that mary served in the temple like samuel as a child14

when

1I

44 60
rahmani TDNJX pp
ap 4460
larins dc
de 1evangile de barthelmy revue bib
latins
A wilmart and E tisserant fragments grecs et gatins
lique
NS 10 1913321
liques
121bid
ibid p 324
13 ibid
p 327
qumran and the companions of the cave revue de
some references to this in hugh nibley quaran
qumran 5 april 1965186
quaran
1965 186
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appeared to me one day a manifestation like an angel of unfamiliar asand suddenly the veil of the temple was rent and there was a
pect
great earthquake and 1I fell on my face unable to bear the sight of him
but he stretched forth his hand and raised me up and I1 looked up to
heaven and a dewy cloud came and lacuna moistened me from head
to foot and he wiped me off with his stole robe shawl and said to
me greetings thou favored one chosen vessel and he grasped my
right hand and there was bread in abundance and he set it out on the
altar of the temple cf the shewbread and he ate first and then gave
to me and he put forth his hand from his garment and there was
drink in abundance and he drank first and then gave to me and 1I
beheld and saw a full cup and bread and he said to me in three
years time 1I shall send to you my logos and you will bear a son and
peace to thee my beloved
through him the creation will be saved
forever and ever and suddenly he was gone from me and the temple
was as it was before

at

this point the lord himself appeared and commanded mary to
utter no more of this mystery while the apostles were sore afraid
with them 15 the sacramental episode
that the lord would be angry withthem
is close to the holy wedding in the temple described in the story of
joseph and asenath giving some indication of the great age and
wide ramifications of the motif 16 the account continues with jesus
giving the apostles further instructions in the ordinances but the
text is badly damaged in one version andrew accuses mary of teaching false doctrine an authentic human touch is the occasional reference in the early documents to a slight but uncomfortable tension
between mary and some of the apostles but peter reminds him that
the lord confided in mary more than any other while mary upset
weeps and says peter do you think I1 am making all this up17
and jeu considered by carl schmidt to be the
in the book of 2nd
most instructive of all early christian texts the apostles and their
wives all form a circle around the lord who says he will lead them
through all the secret ordinances that shall give them eternal progression
gres sion 18 then all the apostles clothed in their garments placing
foot to foot made a circle facing the four directions of the cosmos
sh
oure proceeded to instruct them
and jesus standing at the altar shogre
shoure

gatins p 325
wilmart and tisserant fragments grecs et latins
larins
16
17
joseph and asenath chaps 14
1417
evangelium mariae 17 18 ed W C till die gnosrische
dische
en des copt
schriften
tische
rische schriffen
gnostische
kopt pap berlin 8502
gnos
Schrift
temte und untersuchungen 60 195
in texteund
195574
574 76
1811
11II jeu p 54 40 text in C schmidt gnosrische
griostische
dische
rische Schrift en in koptischer
Gnos
dem codex
rischer
tischer sprache
koprischer
kop discher
spracher aus dern
Brucianus in texte
teate und untersuchungen8
brucianus
untersuchungm 8 1892
99
189299
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in all the signs and ordinances in which the sons of light must be
perfect 19
snatched at the last moment from the rising waters of the askaar el wazz
wan dam in 1966
bazz fragment where we read
1966 was the kasr

we

made a circle and surrounded him and he said 1 I am in your
midst in the manner of these little children when we finished the
hymn they all said amen then he said other things and each time
they must all answer amen gather to me 0 holy members of my
1121
20
body and when 1I recite the hymn you say amen
amen20

of john describes the circle as being in motion a sort of
dance and earlier texts than the nicaean version add a cosmic touch
to the formula

the acts

you51
would pipe dance all of you 1I would mourn mourn all of you21
one ogdoad sings praises with us amen
the number 12 dances on high amen
all that which is above participates in the circle amen
danceth not knoweth not what is
or alternate version he that danieth
being done amen
now if you follow my dance
see yourself in me who am speaking
and when you have seen what I1 do
22
keep silence about my mysteries 1122
1I

clement of alexandria refers in the
second century when he writes come to our mysteries and you
shall dance with the angels around the unbegotten and eternal one
the great high priest of
while logos of god sings along with us

it

is doubtless to this rite that

god who

prays for men and instructs them 23
clergymen of every denomination have vied in fervor in condemning all dancing as of the devil yet strangely the only passages
they can find to use from early christian writings never condemn it
stines dictum melius est ardre
augustinas
augustines
drate
outright the favorites are st Augu

gnosnsche
gnostische
schriffen
schriften
tische schnften
en pp
ibid ap
559
pp 66ff 539
53g ff in schmidt Gnos
ap 114 17 quote from p 114 both
Schrift
first and second jeu contain sketches showing various arrangements of prayer circles other texts eg
the gospel of bartholomew and pistis sophia p 358 make it clear that the facing in four directions
denotes standing in a circle
2kasr
kaar
kasr al wazz
bazz fragment p iin end from photographs kindly lent to the author by professor
hughes at the university of chicago at the time of their discovery in 1966
21puiver
pulver jesus round dance and crucifixion p 186 notes that
tha mourning here denotes that the
17 is
initiate is expected to suffer after the manner of the leader the word for mourn in matthew 11
1117is
kop tomai literally to inflict wounds upon oneself
koptomai
22 22variants in M R
variants
james apocrypha anecdota cambridge university press 1894 211
23ciement
8 241
clement of alexandria cohortation adgentes
ad gentes
xn in migne PG 8241
an
rentes xii
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1114
24 and chrysostoma
Chryso
chrysostoms
quam saltare 1124
stoms where there is dancing there is
the devil also but the churchmen who quote it never finish what
chrysostom has to say as he continues god gave us feet not to
but that we may some day join in the dance of
cavort shamefully
25
the angels
angels252
5to
to which angelic dancing the great basil also refers as
part of the christian tradition what is more blessed than to imi1126
26
earth26
ritual dancing was
tate the dance of the angels here on earth
condemned by the fathers not because it was new but because it
was old in the church it smacked of the old jewish heritage both
augustine and chrysostom condemn the old jewish dancing as part
of the sabbath rejoicing 27
were it not for a violent prejudice against dancing the long debates of the scholars as to whether the participants in the prayer
circle really danced or not would be pointless since the earliest texts
clearly say they did dance but what kind of a dance in the classic
essenes
Es senes philo writing at the time of christ tells how
work on the espenes
ehms
chas or
exarchos
exar
men and women in the circle following the lead of an exan
choral instructor would chant hymns with antiphonal responses in a
manner resembling both the rapt enthusiasm and the circular motion of ancient choric dances hands and feet keeping time in ac28
compani ment 1128he
companiment
he is describing the therapeutae who were an essene group related both to the egyptian communities of desert
nectaries
sectaries
sect aries and to the people of the dead sea scrolls one could hardly
accuse them of frivolity
the greek and russian orthodox churches still preserve the
ring dance around the altar in that most conservative of rites the
wedding ceremony when bride groom and priest all join hands and
circle the altar three times H leisegang connects this definitely
29
with the old prayer circle 29at
at the coronation of the byzantine em-

st augustine ennaratio
Enna ratio in

xci
aci
37 1172 quoted differently along with other
xa in migne PL 371172
571172
4 250
darche ologie 4250
dictwnnaire
dictionnaire
naife
naire darcheologie
goubaud in cabrol and leclercq Diction
texts on the same subject by gougaud
goubaud in cabrol and
58 491 and gougaud
john chrysostom homily no 48 on matthew in migne PG 58491
darche ologie 4248
4 248
Dictionnaire darcheologie
leclercq dictionnaire
6st
st basil epistle class i no 2 in migne PG 32225
32 225 26
52225
ast
48 845 46
xer chrysostom advjudaeos
aci
dev judaeos
adv
fos in migne PG 48845
judd
ennaratio
augustine Enna
ratio in Ps xci
Juda eos
28 28philo
philo on the contemplative life xi the passage as rendered by F H colson in the loeb classical
ff reads after the supper
library edition cambridge mass harvard university press 1967 179165
179 l65ff
quaran form themselves
nse up all together and standing in the middle of the refectory cf qumran
they rise
chos
choroi choirs circles one of men and one of women the leader and precentor eurear
exarchos
first into
inro two chiroi
sometimes chanting
being the most honored amongst them
then they sing hymns to god
antiphonally
they mix and both together become a single choir a
together sometimes
then
sec up of old beside the red sea this is the way augustine and chrysostom describe
copy of the choir set
the sabbath dancing of the jews see preceding note but philo being himself a jew found nothing
shocking in it
4 251 giving these and other examples
darche ologie 4251
Diction naire darcheologie
Gougaud in cabrol and leclercq dictionnaire
gougaud
goubaud
II p 244
of ancient dances surviving in chistian
christian
chnstian church H leisegang in eranos papers 11
Ps
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30
geror everyone danced around the emperors table three times 50
peror
the
most common representations of ritual dancing in early christian art
show pious damsels dancing around the throne of king david 31
and the jewish apocryphal writings often depict a situation best described at the opening of the book of mormon where lehi sees god
on his throne surrounded with numberless concourses of angels in
the attitude of singing and praising their god 1 nephi 18 surrounding concourses are concentric circles and the singing and praising are never static it is a dynamic picture with everything in motion as lehi sees it and as the cosmic pattern of the thing requires
the prayer circle is often called the chorus of the apostles and it is the
meaning of chorus which can be a choir but is originally a ring
dance as pulver designates it in the title of his study the prayer was
a song such as paul prayed and sang in the darkness of a prison
see acts 1625
about midnight they prayed a hymn to god
and if they sang in chorus would they not dance philo says that
the true initiate during the rites moves in the circuit of heaven and
is borne around in a circle with the dances of the planets and stars in
accordance with the laws of perfect music the music of the
spheres 32
the most puzzling reference to the dance is also the oldest one
is like unto chilthat in matthew 1116 17
this generation
dren sitting in the markets and calling unto their fellows and
saying we have piped unto you and ye have not danced we have
mourned unto you and ye have not lamented
it was taking liberties with this strange passage as a pretext that the early nectaries
sectaries
aries
sect
justified the dancing in their prayer circles according to gougand
Gou gand 33
nicaean the lord says to the circle amen when
in the text read at nicaea
grace comes 1I want to pipe and you all dance but in a circle where
they are already singing the dancing is only to be expected in view
of old jewish customs and this episode takes place in the upper
room at the last supper the passover why should that playful
game be introduced on that most solemn of occasions in matthew
117 jesus is speaking about john the baptists followers and begins
concerning john what went ye out into the wilderness to see
sectaries
sect aries they were out there as the
this is a challenge to the desert nectaries

65 83
inae
mae 1165
mue
byzantinae
byzantmae
caeremomis aulae Byzant
porphyrogcnitus de caeremoniis
constantme
me porphyrogenitus
3constantine
constantce
Constant

irr
inf
iff
lff

112 568
migne PG 112568

689

goubaud in cabrol and leclercq diction
many illustrations from early christian art published in gougaud
524ff
darche ologie 4 4524ff
naire darcheologie
11 p 234
ophilo de opificio mundi pp
3philo
philo
ap 70ff leisegang eranos papers II
4 428
darche ologie 4428
Diction
dictionnalre
33gougand
naire darcheologie
gougand
Gou gand in cabrol and leclercq dictionnaire
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serekh scroll VIII 12ff so clearly tells us to prepare the way
serech
11
see matthew iilo
10 he speaks of johns great mission as the herald
1110
illo
of a dispensation an elias which was for to come matthew
1114 and then addresses the initiates he that hath ears to hear
let him hear v 15 describing the present generation as those rejecting johns message v 12 they would accept neither john nor
the lord vs 18 19 they refused to dance to their playing nor
would they mourn with them for the sins of the world vs 16 17
the knowledge is properly guarded he that hath ears to hear let
him hear v 15 a hint to the initiated that it is meant only for
them in the acts of john the lord says grace is dancing 1I would
pipe dance all of you I1 would mourn mourn all of you the connection with matthew is undeniable and again the limitation of the
real meaning to the inner circle
he that does not move in the
circle knows not what is happening amen an important clue is
the likening to little children in matthew 1116 the kasr
kaar el wazz
bazz
fragment says we made a circle and surrounded him and he said I
am in your midst in the manner of these little children
he
added gather to me 0 holy members of my body and when I1 recite the hymn you say amen 34
in both the acts of john and the apocryphon of john jesus
appears at the same time as a grown man and a little child and in a
famous infancy account when he and john embrace as small children they fuse into one 35 Is it a mere coincidence that he repeatedly
speaks of the little children and the dancing when declaring unity
with john the central act of the prayer circle was prayer and it was
as he was praying in a certain place when he ceased one of his
disciples said unto him lord teach us to pray asjohn
as john also taught
apjohn
his disciples luke 111 2 italics added again in close comparison
with john he teaches them the lords prayer jeremias in a recent
study of that prayer notes the significant fact that in it christ addresses the father as dyed
abba and that jeremias observes was somedeed
thing new using an aramaic word used by a small child when
addressing his father
jesus contemporaries jeremias writes
ttnever
never addressed god as abba36 that was little childs talk addressing god as a real intimate father as a trusting little child would
littie
little
lttie children do not stand on their dignity when they are happy
1

see above notes 20 and 21
1 acts ofjohn
Schneemelcher new testament apocrypha 1322
of john 88 in hennecke and schneemelcher
6
news
jeremias the lords prayer in modem research christian nems
neds from israel 14
36j

196312

april

13

50
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their singing and dancing is spontaneous some of that spontaneity
and simplicity carries over into the later cult of the christ child but
in the early christian texts it is the clue to an authentic situation in
the testament of the XII apostles the lord appearing to the people
after the resurrection just before producing bread and wine miraculously for the administering of the sacrament has a conversation
with a little child 37 in exactly the same situation in the book of
mormon the resurrected lord blesses the little children one by
Nep hites by telling them
one but he begins his discourse to the nephites
three times that no one can approach him except as a little child
see 3 nephi 922 1137 38.
38
58 the prayer circle is the nearest approach to the lord that men make on earth and they can approach
him only as little children
the prayer spoken in the circle differs every time it is not
strictly prescribed the one leading the prayer expresses himself as
and the others either repeat each line after him
the spirit moves him andthe
which would not be necessary if they all knew it by heart or add
an amen at the end of each phrase which is the equivalent of reciting the prayer for oneself the most significant example of this
freedom of composition is certainly the lords prayer originally
wrote jeremias the doxology wor
tor thine is the kingdom and the
for
power and the glory for ever was absent yet it is found in the
oldest church order the teaching of the twelve apostles has
someone taken liberties with the sacred canon then no the absence of the doxology from the original text
jeremias explains
does not mean that jesus intended his prayer to be recited without
a word of praise at the end but in the very earliest times the doxpixey
ology had no
form and its precise wording was left to those who
fixed torm
nofixedform
it was felt necessary to establish the
prayed only later on
58 which explains why the prayer has difform 238138
doxology in a fixed form138
fe
ferent
rent forms in matthew 613 and luke 114 also the older aramaic form of the prayer required forgive our
our debts which the
19
greek of luke changes to forgive our sins 1139
this vindicates both
the inclusion of the doxology in the lords prayer in 3 nephi
139 13 and the reading there of debts instead of sins
almost all accounts mention the introduction of the prayer as
being in a strange language a triple formula of words resembling each

talis 39
Orien
orientalia
orientalis
orlen
ologia oiientalis
patrologic
patrologia
3gospel
gospel of the XII apostles arg
frg 2 in R graffin and F nau eds Patr
paris Libra
Lib
idic
rairie
iric de paris firmin didot 1903 2133
librairic
librairie
38
jeremias lords prayer in modem research p 10 italics added
39 39ibid
ibid p 11
ii

vols

51
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other thus in 1I jeu after they form the circle jesus begins a hymn
which appears to be meaningless a speaking in tongues a glosso10
lalia 40
in the pistis sophia also the lord having formed the
apostles and their wives in a circle around him and taking the place
of adam at the altar called upon the father three times in an unknown tongue 114141 elsewhere the text explains how while they stood
all in white each with the cipher of the name of the father in his
ali
ail
hand jesus prayed in a strange language beginning with the words
ido
lao
iao aoi oia which we are told meant hear me father the father
of all fatherhood boundless light according to our source this
is the interpretation iota because everything came out of began
with it alpha because everything will return to it omega because
1142
42
everything is process lit the fulfilling of all fulfilling 3142
in another version when the lord ordered the twelve to make
a prayer circle and join him in a triple amen and hymn to the father
and creator of all treasure he began by saying ie ie ie calling
upon the father to create beings to be the lords of every treasure
and as such to bear the name of their father jeu who has re1143
43
plenished
pleni shed the treasuries with countless spirits and degrees of glory 1145
when abraham according to an old and highly respected source
rebuilt the altar of adam in order to bring a sacrifice to the eternal
one as he had been instructed by an angel he raised his voice in
prayer saying el el el el jaoel
jabel the last meaning jehovah
receive the words of my prayer receive the sacrifice which 1I have
made at thy command have mercy show me teach me give to thy
7344
5344
1144
servant the light and knowledge thou hast promised to send him
him44
abraham was following the example of adam who prayed to god
for three days repeating three times the prayer may the words of
my mouth be heard god do not withdraw thyself from my supplication
then an angel of the lord came with a book and com45
forted adam and taught him 1145
1145when
when adam and eve found themselves cut off from the glory of the lord according to the intriguing
combat of adam they stood with upstretched
up stretched hands calling upon
unstretched
the lord as adam began to pray in a language which is unintelli46
gible tous
to us 1146the
the so called coptic gnostic writing purports to give
pulver jesus round dance and crucifixion
pistis sophia p 358
ibid p 357

p

175

texte und untersuchungen 8326
8 526
8526
326 371
jeu in teate
44 44apocalypse of abraham 12 8
17 11 17
apocalypse
128 9 1711
gorion die sagen derjuden
der juden 5 vols frankfurt M rutten & loening
M J bin gonon
41mj
46 46combat of
pans J
2 vols paris
Diction naire dapociyphes
combat adam text in J P migne dictionnaire
dapocrypha 1
11329
1329ff
ff
329ff
431
451

1260ff
1913 1 260ff
P migne 1856

52
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us adams words on the occasion as being composed of the elements
i a and iloyel
io
oy el meaning god is with us forever and ever and
ioia
through the power of revelation 114747 the jewish traditions indicate
that the story is no gnostic invention though of course mysterious
names and cryptograms are the stuff on which human vanity feeds
and every ambitious sectary would come up with his own words and
interpretations yet though none of these writings may be taken as
binding or authentic taken all together they contain common elements which go back as far as the church of the apostles when
mary asks the lord tell me your highest name
he standing in
elohe clohe
the midst of a cloud of light said he clohe
elohe eran
elohe clohe
eran eran rafon
cafon raqon
etc
cafon rafon
cafon rafon
raaon
raaon rason raqon
etc 48 such mysteries are just the sort of thing unqualified persons
agno stic groups took fullest
gnostic
love to play around with and various gno
advantage of them but again the jews are way ahead of them as we
catal
see in the huge cataloguer
catalogues
ogues of mysterious angelic names in such
works as 3 enoch
what H leclercq calls that magnificent gesture of raising
both hands high above the head with which those in the prayer
circle began their prayer was as he notes a natural gesture both of
supplication and submission 49 it was specifically a conscious imitation of the crucifixion 50 and that brings to mind the significant detail mentioned by the synoptic writers that the lord on the cross
called upon the father in a strange tongue those who were standing
by though aramaic was supposed to be their native tongue disass
agreed as to the meaning see mark 1533ff
1533 ff and indeed the mss
give many variant readings of an utterance which the writers of the
gospels left untranslated plainly because there was some doubt as to
the meaning it recalls the cry of distress of david in psalms 542
god give ear to the words of my mouth 51 and
hear my prayer
irr
lir
attend unto me
in psalm 551 give ear to my prayer 0 god
my heart is sore pained within me and the terrors
and hear me
of death are fallen upon me
F preisigke studying the same gesture among the egyptians it
is none other than the famous ka gesture notes that it represents

0

teate und untersuchungen
vnterwchungen 8253
coptic gnostic work ed C schmidt in texte
249
asebastian
sebastian euringer die binde der rechtfertigung
ung orientalist 9 1940
1940249
Rechtfertig
49 49cabrol
naire d1archeologie
dictionnaire
darchwlogie 101212
cabrol and leclercq Diction
5pulver
pulver jesus round dance and crucifixion pp
ap 175ff 193
5psalms 542 elohim 5hmatphillati
azinah imreh
l imrei phi
psalms
ahma
shma tphillati ha abinah
nmrei

53
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submission the hands up position of one surrendering on the battlefield
tle field while at the same time calling the attention of heaven to an
offering one has brought in supplication he also points out that the
early christians used the same gesture in anticipation of a visitation
from heaven to which they added the idea of the upraised arms of
we have already mentioned the prayers of
the savior on the cross 5252we
adam and abraham calling upon god in a strange tongue in the
midst of darkness and distress abraham says the zohar received no
message until he built an altar and brought an offering for there is
no stirring above until there is a stirring below
we do not say
13
grace over an empty table or altar 53
enoch was another who as he
prayed stretched forth his arms and his heart swelled wide as eternity and to comfort him god sent him the vision of noahs
moahs salvaff according to first enoch noah also prayed
tion see moses 741
741ff
iff
lff
74lff
74
in his distress calling upon god three times and saying hear me
hear me hear me54 let us also recall that when mary led the prayer
circle of the apostles she raised her hands to heaven and began to
call upon the father in an unknown tongue above note 17
suffering is an important theme of the ancient prayer circle the
rite is always related to the crucifixion according to pulver which
was anticipated by it in the upper room for the core of the lords
supper is the idea of sacrifice 55 in the rites the believer must incur
the same sufferings as his god and therefore he must mourn with
him hence the peculiar passage in matthew 1116 17 56 ignatius
alone enables
letter to the romans shows that real suffering
one to become a disciple to learn and gain experience
for ignatius the believer must repeat the destiny of his god he must be7
mimetes tou tcheou
come an imitator of god mimeles
theou 157
157this
this is done ritually
as is plainly stated by cyril of jerusalem and the author of the testament of jesus christ cited above and thou hast stretched forth thy
hands in suffering that they might be freed from such suffering by
an act of imitation 58
the clearest expression of the idea is given in that archetype and
model of all initiates and suppliants adam As he and eve were sac

ischer anschauung
khem
ahem
chem fluidum nach agypt
Anschau ung berlin
51F preisigke vom gottl
gottli
gottlkhem
gottlichem
khen
hben
gottlicher
agyptischer
41 n 3 p 42
13

W de gruyter 1920 p

Zohar lech lecha 88a

enoch 652
pulver jesus round dance and crucifixion

5411

bid

61ibid

pp
ap 175ff

p 186

the joseph smith papyri p 282
rahmani TDNJX pp
ap 40 44 cf nibley message ofthejoseph
of fhe

ibid

54
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rificing on an altar with arms upraised

an angel came down to
accept the sacrifice but satan intervened and smote adam in the
side with the sacrificial weapon adam fell upon the altar and would
have died were it not that god intervened and healed him on the
spot declaring that what adam had suffered so far was acceptable to
him as a true sacrifice being in the similitude of his own offering
even so will 1I be wounded59
wounded59
the prayer asks for light and knowledge as well as other aid and
the answer is a teaching situation thus the angels who came down
may the words of my
in answer to adams three fold appeal
mouth be heard etc came with a book and comforted adam and
10 or in another version when adam and eve prayed
taught him 60
at their altar three messengers were sent down to instruct them 61
the lord himself appears to teach abraham as he is studying the
61 and the valuable testament of
heavens according to clement 62
abraham begins with his receiving instruction at an altar on a holy
mountain surrounded by men whom 1I will show you how they
will form a circle around you being on the mountain of the altars 116365 indeed the main theme of those many ancient writings
called testaments and attributed to almost every patriarch prophet and apostle of old is the journey of the purported author to
heaven during which he receives lessons in the most advanced theology history and astronomy
of particular interest is the testament of job whose age has
been vindicated by the recent discovery of fifth century coptic fragments of it 64 make a circle around me my children form a circle
lit
around me that 1I may show you what the lord and I1 did
mou along with me thus he begins with
metamou
what the lord did meta
what seems no more than an admonition to gather round but when
he begins explaining things to his daughters strange ordinances
emerge when the famous three daughters of job complain to him
that their seven brothers received a greater inheritance than they he
46
ff
assures them that he has reserved for them a better heritage 461
461ff
46lff
lff
iff
5 he then tells one of the girls to go to the celle and fetch three

dictionnaire dapqcryphes
dapocryphes l329ff
1329ff
of adam in migne Dictionnaire
gobin
der juden 1260ff
1260 ff
bin gorion sagen derjuden
nazorecn
nazoreen
Diction naire dapocryphes 187
Teme strini trans lc
zoreen livre dadam in migne dictionnaire
le code Na
at
6tF temestrini
clementine recognitions 132 33 in migne PG 11226 27
63 apocalypse of abraham chap 12
job according to the SV text missoula montana society of biblical
R A kraft the testament ofjob
64r
of joe
literature 1974 pp
ap 3 11 on the various texts the greek version is also reproduced by F C conyff
beare testaments ofjob
1900111ff
of job and the XII patriarchs jewish quarterly review 13 october 1900111
1900lllff
59

59combat
combat

55
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golden caskets containing their inheritances in each one is a mysterious article of clothing designated as a chorda a2 string or thread
but of such cunning design as to defy description being of no earthly design but of heaven giving off lightn
ilke emissions like
lightning
lightninglike
ing like
sunbeams 468 the girls are told to put them on like shawls so
that it would be with them throughout the days of this earthly life
469 one of the women asks disappointed Is this the heritage
chordai will not
you told us about in reply job tells her that these chordal
only preserve them in this life but will also lead you into a better
world even the heavens 473 he explains that the lord gave him
the three bands on the day when he decided to show me mercy
healing him of the afflictions of the flesh and placing the item before him saying arise gird up thy loins like a man I1 shall ask you
certain questions and you shall give me certain answers
474 6
when job tied them on all sickness left him and his body became
and the lord spoke to me
strong and his mind at ease 477 10
in power showing me things past and future 4710 11 he tells
the girls that they will have nothing to fear in this life from the
adversary because these things they wear are a power and a prophylaktetion of the lord 4711 12 then he tells them to
tection phylakterion
arise and gird themselves to prepare for heavenly visitants
visi tants 4712

thus it was that when one of the three daughters

arose and clothed
herself peiieilexen
perieilexen showing that this was a garment and more than a
string according to her fathers instructions she received another heart
and no longer thought about earthly things and she began to utter
mee
words apofhthengxato
apophthengxato make
mke a clear and important statement in the
angelic sounds phone and sent up a hymn to god using the manner
of praising of the angels and as she recited the hymns she let the
char agmata on her garment 481 8
spirit make marks charagmata

definitely called a garment stole the
next girl girded herself likewise and recited the hymn of the creation of the heavens speaking in the dialect of the Ar
chons making her a true muse 491 3 the third girl chanted verses in the
and she spoke in the dialect of the
dialect of those on high
cherubim her words being preserved as the prayers of amaltheias
keras a most significant name 501 3
in the opening lines of the testament job tells his three daughters and seven sons to form a circle around him the second son is
called choros
perikyklosate me he remake a circle around me peiikyklosate
chores
peats the word and I1 will demonstrate hypodeixo a very explicit
ep oiesen met
word to you the things which the lord did with me epoiesen
emou
demou ie which we did together it does not mean what he did to

here the string or chord

is

56
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for 1I am your father job who

was faithful in all things
en pusel hypomomei and you are the chosen and honored lineage
genos of the seed of jacob
ie he gives them a patriarchal blessing his testament 11 5

or for me

an adventure quite like that of moses in the
first chapter of the book of moses after which job suddenly appears
as the humiliated king who regains his glory the job who ruled
over all of egypt no less 2886 he shows his royal visitors his
real throne which is in heaven 33 and they become upset and
angry about his illusive eternal kingdom which he assures them is
the only stable state of existence 36
if you do not understand the
functions of the body he asks them how can you hope to understand heavenly matters
3886 in the midst of his terrible afflictions he calls upon the lord with upraised hands they lifted me
up supporting my arms on each side and standing thus 1I first of all
gave thanks and then after a great praying 1I said to them lift up
your eyes to the east and there they saw jobs dead children
crowned in the presence of the heavenly one 402 and his wife
who had just joined them she having died of sorrow and exhaustion according to an old legend satan had appeared to her as a baker and when she asked for a scrap of bread to feed herself and her
ailing husband reminding him of his former generosity to one and
all satan coolly replied that he would give her bread when she gave
him money piously assuring her you can have anything in this
cf 246 8 elephaz
world for money
eliphaz and the other friends were
forgiven by god for resenting jobs claim which is also enochs
that god had given him a right to his own throne in the heavens
elephaz led another prayer circle he began a
431 and in his joy eliphaz
hymn the other friends repeating after him along with their supporters troops near the altar he began by casting out satan
43
ff
behold the lord has drawn near the saints now stand
iff
lff
431ff
431
451
43lff
prepared their crowns of glory awaiting them in advance pro
4311
eyoumenon
eyou menon
eliphaz finished with the hymn all the
4311a
431
451
laa after elephaz
others repeating after him epiphonounton
eptphonounton while moving in a circle
nd circling about we arose and went into the city to the
kraft and
house where we live and carried on festivities rejoicing in the lord
441 thus the story ends as it were in the upper room where it
began cf matthew 2630 and mark 1426

then job recounts

around jesus
specifically so that he can teach them the ordinances of the treasury
of light they being conducted by him through all the ordinances

in

2

jeu the apostles and their wives form

a circle

57
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1165
65
and thereby learning to progress in the hereafter 5165
at marys
request on behalf of the apostles the lord specifies the progressive
all knowledge instructions
order of all ordinances hysteria
mysteria
mysteiia
my steria
sooun
saooun seals sphragides tokens psephoi
fsephoz supplications
supplicat ions or forms of
66 and in the
address
ddiess epikalesthai
driess
togg
epikalesthaz
topol 1166
degrees or positions To
acts of john he tells those in the circle what you do not know 1I
1167
67
myself will teach you 1367
the whole situation centers around the last
supper and belongs to the church from the beginn
begian
beginning
ing 68
in a bartholomew text the lord takes the twelve up into the
mountain and standing in their midst gives them certain signs and
69
agnostics exploit and distort this situtokens and then departs 69the
the gnostics
ation in their usual way thus when an angel comes to rescue norea
in response to her prayer he says 1 I am el el eth
who stands
before the holy ghost obviously a hebrew source the She
shekhina
khina 1I
have been sent to converse with you and to save you from the adver sary 1I will instruct you concerning what you should know 117070
versary
indeed in various accounts satan tries to get in on the act we
have seen how he smote adam interrupting his lessons at the altar
and when abraham prayed at his altar have mercy show me
teach me give to thy servant light and knowledge thou hast promised to send him
satan promptly appeared on the scene with an
insolent here 1I am and as he began to teach abraham a true
messenger from god arrived and cast satan out and proceeded with
the proper instructions 71 in 2 jeu the lord warns the men and women in the circle that the ordinances in question are very secret because satan wants them distorted and misrepresented as they surely
will be if they go abroad in the world 72 divulging
72divulging those very things
it will be recalled was the sin for which the watchers in enochs
73
day were destroyed 75
according to rabbi eleaser abraham built
three altars in order to instruct his children and fortify them against
apostasy 74

to66

652

jeu p

54 40 in

teate
texte und untersuchungen 899

pistis sophia pp
363 ff
ap 358ff 363ff
61acts
Schneemeicher
melcher new testament apocrypha 2231
schneemlcher
acts ofjohn
of john 1 43 in hennecke and schneemelcher
68 even those gnostic versionsdefending
crois
versions defending the proposition that jesus did not really suffer on the cross
celebrate a pseudo passion and a pseudo death of christ according to pulver jesus round dance
and crucifixion ap
pp 176 78
14b
sh muariti
oevang
british
lab 152 in E A W budge coptic apocrypha london briti
evang
fevang of bartholomew fol l4b
66

11

seum 1913
Theolo gische literaturzeitung 1958 no 10 col 667
trsl in theologische
70hypostasis
hypostasis of the archons
archois 1403 tisl
apocalypse of abraham 128ff 1711 17
texte und untersuchungen 8100ff
122 jeu pp
81ooff
8100 ff
ap WE in teate
drasch dabbah
rabbah p 11 101
13a
A wuensche Mi
midrasch
G H box the apocalypse of abraham london society for promoting christian knowledge
70

1918

p xxv
xiv

58

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/byusq/vol19/iss1/5

18

Nibley: The Early Christian Prayer Circle

it isisjaoel
jabel or jehovah as the heavjaoel
enly choirmaster and sometimes it is michael or gabriel As often
as not it is three sent ones 75 but of course all the knowledge is sent
down from god abraham
would utter prayers on certain occaAs to the teacher sometimes
75

76
sions while sacrificing thus invoking the one god 1176
this was
the beginning of jewish liturgy clement however takes it back a
step farther adam finding he needed help solicited divine assistance with prayers and sacrifices
that was the beginning of the
ordinances of god 117777 according to the moslem commentators all
creatures form in circles around god to be taught suggesting the
gathering of all the beasts at life giving water holes in the desert 78
H leisegang finds that throughout the ancient world the prayer
circle is for the instruction of initiates 79 we may even go beyond his
range to the medicine circles of indians all over america among the
plains indians as described by H storm

the people all sit quietly together and learn the four harmonies of balance each of the people can now perceive the others and they realize
that they are all teachers they put their arms around each other and
care for each other then they begin to dance towards the flowering
tree together in a great circle80
circle8010
circie

the

four harmonies mentioned in the last quotation appear
throughout the world in the ring dance the number of those forming the circle is among the pagans almost always sixteen as leisegang shows with the christian circle it is twelve combining the
three levels and the four cardinal points 81 in thejewish
the jewish 3 enoch the
three levels of the twelve produce rings of thirty six in 1I jeu at
topos there are twelve springs of reason
every station or step kopos
and in each every father has three faces so that the fathers that encircle setreus
setheus have 36 faces
at every level taxis there is a treaand in each kopos
sure containing 12 heads
topos there are always three
watchers to instruct 82 As might be expected the number 360 is
pedants and mystics had a field day shufconstantly mentioned and pedanus
fling and rearranging their cosmic circles as did mathematicians and
see theimportant
goodenough jewish symbols in
the important discussion of the three men in white in erwin goodcnough
roman period 13 vols new york pantheon books 1953 1125
the
25 28
he greco moman
A Z idelsohnjewish
idelsohn jewish liturgy and its development new york henry holt 1932 p 3

clementine recognitions 411
Diete
rici ed their und mensch vor dem komg
F dieterich
benien leipzig hinrichs 1881 pp
Diet enci
konig der genien
ap iff cf
dietenci
dieterici
thos 20
Conn
clement I1 epistle ad Corin
corinthos
connthos
corinthis
II p 244
leisegang in eranos papers 11
8oheyemoyohst
heyemoyohst storm seven arrows new york harper & rowe 1975 p 20
81 81especially instructive on the circles of
95 ff
especially
ap WE
eight and twelve etc is the coptic sophia christi pp
texte und untersuchungen
ff 254ff
1944 230ff
vntenuchungm 60 1944230
107 17 123 24 in teate
1944230ff
821
1 I jeu pp
52ff
texte und untersuchungen 8852ff
ap loff in teate
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astronomers our circles still have 360 degrees if the gnostic can tell
us in a typical text that the nous of the universe has 12 faces and
the prayer of each one is directed solely towards him while in the
13 that
midst stands an altar upon which is the only begotten word 83
it is not so far from the impeccably orthodox ignatius of antioch
for whom the dance of twelve is in imitation of god 84
monuments of great age and imposing majesty in many parts of
the world suggest the prevalence of the main ideas thus when hellio dorus went far up the nile to meroe describing conditions during
iodorus
the persian occupation of the fourth century BC he saw a council of
holy men sitting in a circle of twelve with three altars in their
As an eyewitness to the operation and as a personal friend to
midst 85
85as
the emperor eusebius was able to describe the arrangement of constand nes tomb and the mystique behind it he built a martyrium
st
stantines
in memory of the 12 apostles in the city bearing his name it was a
superdome
golden superdose
super dome open to the sky and utterly dazzling A ring of
twelve columns with relics of an apostle deposited at the foot of each
represented the holy chorus then constantine had a happy afterthought he had twelve reliquaries in honor and memory of the sacred chorus of the apostles placed in the circle of the rotunda each
at the foot of a column and in the center of this he put his own
casket
so that as he explained it by a clever calculation any honor shown to an apostle would be automatically focused as if by a
burning glass on the object in the center the remains of the emperor thus that smart man characteristically utilized the intercession
1186
86
of the apostles to his own advantage 3386
the plan was carried out in the still surviving mausoleum of
anria with its twelve double columns
Const andia
constantines daughter constantia
in a circle around the sarcophagus or altar 87 and from the same period in the tomb of diocletian at split and many other imposing
monuments dedicated to harnessing the power of the heavens
through the prayer circle there is a definite cosmic connection here
is circular and what is circular is eternal
what is eternal
and hertha von dechand
write giorgio de santillana an
chend quoting arisDe
dechend
totle with the comment that was the mature conclusion of human

aa in texts und untersuchungen
work p 8a
pulver jesus round dance and crucifixion pp
ap 175ff
second coptic gnostic

83 83second

8 8231ff
23lff

heliodorus aethiopica 10
1055 6
6 6eusebius
Cons
20 1209 11
constantini
eusebius vita oons
tantim chaps 58 60 in migne PG 201209
phoro
photo
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an obsession with circularity 88 if
thought over millennia it was
plato bids us behold immortal souls standing outside of heaven as
the revolution of the spheres carries them round and they behold all
81989 1
beyond89
things beyond
clement among the oldest and most esteemed
of christian writings declares that the sun and the moon and the
chorus of stars according to his decree in harmony and without any
deviation circle in their appointed orbits 90 the life of the soul is
related to the motions of the heavenly bodies in the twelfth thanksgiving hymn of the dead sea scrolls and the remarkable tenth page
of the manual of discipline is an ecstatic song with instrumental accompani ment and dance in the temple attuned to the circling of the
companiment
spheres and the revolutions of the times seasons and festivals it be
119

gins

at

the beginning of the rule of light in its circling at the gathering to
the appointed place at the beginning of the watches of darkness when
its treasury is opened and poured out upon the earth and in its revolvof light
ing and drawing together from its source of or for the sake of
when the outpouring of the light shines forth from the holy abode
I1 will sing what I1 learn and all my harping is for the glory of
etc
el and all the sound of my harp shall be attuned to his holiness while
the flute of my lips shall strictly conform to lit be laid to the line of
of
I1 will prescribe the limits from which I1 will not
his instruction
1I will gladly receive what he teaches me
As soon as
depart 11
abare kh his
my hand and feet are stretched forth I1 will call upon abarekh
name at the beginning both of the goingout
out and the coming in line
goinggout
goin
91
13
1391

here the singer compares his solitary song to the strict discipline and
instruction of the prayer circle in the temple eg 1 I will make the
heave offering with my lips line 6 that being a temple ordinance
with the fall according to a hebrew enoch fragment adam
tried his best to behold again the glory of the shekhina
She khina but had to
settle in his fallen state for the circle of the sun which all behold in
shekhina
khina with 6000 prophets circling around
glory as the sign of the She
91 in the various
ascension texts we are taken again and again
it 92
through the various levels of concentric rings the order taxis of
choros
chorostasian
horos tasian lit standing properly in
horostasian
holy angels in their ring dances foros

godme 1977
dechand
De chend hamlets mill boston D R godine
giorgio de santillana and hertha von dechend

pp
ap

48ff
phaedrus
piato Pha
plato
edrus p 247
goi
thos
thof 20
901I clement epistle ad gonn
911
corinthos
connthos
Corin
corinthis
Conn
3 9
10 1 39
101
discipline loi
IQS manual of ofdiscipline
lol
1

Mi drasch 6 vols
wadolfjellinek
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book of
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isaiah is instructed in his ascension not to worship at any
ring
chorost aias or singing praise
of the six central thrones at any of the chorostaias
circles circles he must pass on the way up since all the others are
simply focusing their praise on him who sitteth in the seventh
heaven 119393 such a mounting up is described by philo
a

the

is borne ever higher to the ether and the circuit of heavsoul
en and is carried around with the dances of the planets and fixed stars
in accordance with the laws of perfect music reaching out after
the
patterns of the originals of things of the senses which it saw here on
14
earth while longing to see the great king himself 94

philo is attempting to combine jewish lore with the mysteries of
egypt pulver notes that the eight circle is commoner than the
twelve and occurs also in early christianity whenever it discloses an
egyptian influence 95 certainly what is purportedly the first and oldest shrine in egypt the abaton tomb of osiris and first place of
settlement with its great ring of 365 altars and its three levels etc 96
suggests the circle of 365 aeons
afons that marks the place of the adam of
light with its three sides or directions 97 and even more does the arran
rangement of the ideal temple in the newly published temple scroll
quaran cave 1I 98 plutarch explains certain mysteries on
from the qumran
the authority of the egyptians in a combination of earthly and heavenly geography which is typically egyptian the worlds are so ordered that one always touches the other in a circle moving as it were
in a stately ring dance which takes place surprisingly within a
datiwi and common altar of all these worlds
foundation
datisi
triangle the foun
of
which is called the plain ortruth
truth in which lie the designs moulds
oftruth
ideas and permanent examples or samples of all things that ever
were or shall be 99 some have suggested that the three cornered
plain in question is the nile delta 100 and it is not surprising that
plutarchy image of things was christianizer
plutarchs
zed by an egyptian clechristianized
Christiani
ment of alexandria that which christ brings forth is transand through three names is liberated as a
formed into an ogdoad
911
981

ascension of isaiah
93ascension
143 44
pp 145
1900 ap
1900pp143
93

1 4 15
1415

17

in R H charles ascension

of

isaiah london A & C black

philo
9thilo

of alexandria de opificio mundi pp
ap 70ff
91
0 pulver jesus round dance and crucifixion p 188
wair
wait
abraham in egypt sorry you will just
ust have to walt
this is treated at length in our forthcoming afraham
aa text in teate
8 250
texte und untersuchungen 8230
230
second gnostic work 6a
8250
rusalem israel exploration society institute of archaebadin the temple scroll 3 vols Ue
jerusalem
yigael yadin
ology of the hebrew university of jerusalem shrine of the book 1977 cols 34 39 42
99 99plutarch
plutarch de defects
um 22
oracularum
defectu oracular
i1 I e
lleie the so called pyramidologists A hypocephalus like that of facsimile no 2 of the book of
lie
abraham depicts the geography of the earth as a reflection of that heaven with the delta in the center
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triad

when you bear the image of the terrestrial world then you

also bear the image of the celestial 101
it is because each prayer circle is a faithful reproduction of the
celestial pattern that impulses can be transmitted from one to the
other by all who are in a receptive state the thoughts of those in the
circle are concentrated as in a burning glass or since the thing most
emphasized as the indispensable requirement of the circle is the absolute purity of mind concentration of thought devoid of any reservations or distractions and since the communication is beamed from
one treasury of light to others the analogy of the laser is quite
striking 102 the three who were sent to teach adam and eve the order of prayer gave them the pattern after the manner of what is

done above in the treasury of light 103 if that sounds too gnostic
above mentioned tenth page of the
the same image meets us in the abovementioned
manual of discipline in the book of adam adam is endowed
with the image and likeness of the lords above while eve is the
1I
queen of this world
god provided sen
sentt the three visitors
genies for their protection and taught them the holy mysteries
and the prayers which they must recite
and I1 told them further 1 I
have provided for you this earth in a dwelling place fit for eternity
and then sitting near them 1I taught them the manner of calling upon
11104
104
the lords to bless them 77104

according to the hasidic teaching the order of prayer is in accordance
cor dance with the emanation of the worlds since through prayer
blessed 105 and rules the
we become attached
to him who is blessed105
worlds in orthodox judaism the talmud represents the beth dinn
or tribunal of heaven as a circle in the centre of which god is
log
reflectionof of it 106
seated and the earthly sanhedrin as a reflection
106the
the sympathetic vibration makes the individual also a microcosm responding to
the cosmic forms as we see in the odes of solomon which echo the
dead sea scrolls with the ecstatic declaration the lord is the
crown upon my head 1I will not be shaken even though the uniistrice the chords of
As I1 istrike
verse is shaken 1I will remain standing
strike
07
the lyre the spirit of the lord speaks in my members 107

clement of alexandria

dubia

from the oriental teachings of theodotus
Theodotus 80 in migne PG
theodotos

9696

gnostic work aa
texte und untersuchungen 823lff
8a teate
8231ff
103
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dds sophia pp
piStiS
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Pis dis
ap 10 11
10413ook
10413
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Diction
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book
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1110r
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of jewish
isaac myer qabhalah
qabbalah philadelphia isaac myer 1888 p 306
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112

112second
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in forming the prayer circle one excludes the outer world as
families holding the passover feast form closed circles with their
backs all turned on the outer world or as the true initiates from the
inner or esoteric circle leaving all the rest to the outer or exoteric world the lord explains this to the apostles telling them of
higher prayer circles as he takes each by the hand and introduces him
into the first mystery explaining that is why 1I said to you that
you were chosen out of the world 108 it was from such a circle in
heaven that god at the creation of this earth chose those who would
be his rulers in it according to 1I jeu the apocalypse of abraham
stood in the midst of
and the book of abraham 525
323
523 and god
325
them and he said these 1I will make my rulers for he stood among
109
those that were spirits 31109
Leise gangs study an alabaster orphic bowl
the special object of leisegangs
depicting a prayer circle bears an inscription beginning with an invocation of the celestial force which moves the outermost sphere enheaven 110 the third line reads
compassing all the spheres of heaven110
because thou movest
bovest in a circle and exhorts the readers to
invoke the divine cosmic power the sun which rules the infinite cosmic space over the heaven of fixed stars
carrying the readers
thoughts back to the primordial age before the birth of the cosili111 for the rnites
mos iii
tes in the circle take place in the supercelestial
space beyond the starry heavens 112 leisegang concludes that the
many pagan versions of the thing all bear witness to the mysteries
to the diverse yet always interrelated forms of the original orphic
13
113
liy
descended deep into the christian world lly
dionysian cult
his
final word is that all these rites were in some way related though
today the nature of the connection can only be surmised 114 they
go much farther back than the orphic dionysian tradition however
since the old babylonian hymn of creation the enuma
eduma elish tells
how at the creation god drew the universal figure the quartered
circle which is repeated at every level of existence 115 with the idea
16
ilg
that whatever is done on one level or world is done in heaven also 116

pistis sophia ap
pp 10 11
8 53ff apocalypse of abraham 21 22 italics
untenuchungen 853ff
09cf
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II p 201
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ibid
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the only

proper place for such activities is the temple since that
edifice is expressly designed for taking ones bearings on the universe
in every sense the temple is the center from which light goes
forth and which at the same time draws everything to itself and
17
brings all things together 117
its ordinances are those prescribed after
the heavenly pattern see hebrews 85 we have written extensively
elsewhere on the hiero
hierocentric
centric layout of ancient temples cities
camps and other ritual complexes of their universality and antiquity there can be no doubt nor is there any shortage of early writings
to tell us what they signified to their builders
in 3 enoch the rabbi ishmael mounting up to heaven must
hek aloth
chamber within chamber the halls
pass through six hekaloth
being arranged in concentric circles the word bekal usually means
simply temple it is the arabic word for shrine or temple but in the
enoch literature it regularly refers to the chambers or rooms of the
18
temple representing various steps of initiation 118
arriving at the entrance of the seventh mai
mal rabbi ishmael reports in the opening
lines of his epic
I1 stood still in prayer before the holy one blessed be he and lifting
up my eyes on high ie toward the divine majesty I1 said lord of
who received the
the universe I1 pray thee that the merit of aaron
presence
crown of priesthood from in the pres
encel of thy glory on the
mount of sinai be valid for me in this hour no unclean thing can
take this step otherwise

one thinks of moses
tain moses 73 12

also clothed upon with glory on the moun9 rabbi ishmael having reached the door to

the presence of god must become a crowned king and a priest before
he can enter he asks for this because like others who make this
supreme prayer he seeks to be delivered from his lower condition
that satan may not get power over me nor throw me down from
the heavens 119 ie even as they were for on meeting adam in the
dark and dreary world satan boasts and taunts him that he has
caused him to be cast out of paradise even as adam had caused his
expulsion from heaven at the time of the creation 120 in short ishmael utters the classic prayer of adam moses abraham and others
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and receives the proper reply when god immediately sends meta
tron his servant the angel the prince of the presence to instruct
him and bring him farther on the way forthwith the holy one
Metatron his servant the angel the prince sar of
sent to me metatron
betatron
the presence who came joyfully to ishmael grasped him firmly by
the right hand in the sight of all and said
enter in peace before
the high and exalted king and behold comprehend the picture
hits aqel
Merkabah
likeness of the merkabah
the use of special words hitsaqel
comprehend for see demuth likeness or picture instead of
Merkabah that elaborate circumlocution
simply saying god and merkabah
all save the writer from further obligation to say just what it was
rabbi ishmael saw since it cannot be described to those mortals
who have seen nothing like it the same caution is expressed in
gehis
lehis report that he was carried away in a vision even that he saw
the heavens open and he thought he saw god sitting upon his
throne 1 1I nephi 18 italics added rabbi ishmael also reports like
enoch and he is reporting all this to explain what it was that enoch
experienced that god had given him a throne similar to the
throne of glory cf moses 759 and he spread over me before
adl
dir
dil
all a curtain veil of splendour and brilliant
me on my account ahl
appearance of grace and mercy similar to the curtain of the throne
of glory and on it were fixed all kinds of lights in the universe 12121
odeberg on this regularly represents the
the curtain comments adeberg
recording of the divine decrees with regard to the world the secrets
of the worlds creation and sustenance etc in short the innermost
122
secrets122
the secrets that is of this earth and of all other
divine secrets
lights in the universe we pointed out in the egyptian endowment
that ancient temple veils represented the point or act of transition
between mans sublunary life and the vast open reaches of the immensity of space beyond into which one passes by passing through
that veil 123 they were cosmic veils appropriately adorned as rabbi
ishmael reports with astronomical marks and emblems
such a veil was discovered in a cemetery of astana
altana in central
Sand llana
liana and
ilana
asia by sir aurel stein and has been hailed by de santillana
von dechend
dechand as done in true archaic spirit which means that only
hints are given and the spectator has to work out for himself the
124
significance of the details 11114
it dates from the seventh century was
1

adeberg
Od eberg
odeberg
adeberg
tdeberg

Td
21bld
ibid

3

ap 27 28
enoch chap 10 pp

p 28
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124de
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found in position suspended from pegs on a wall it is in sassanian
rather than chinese workmanship and was found near the body of a
man dressed in sassanian style near the head lay also the crown
shaped paper hat an accompanying document says that several
sutras were copied and recited by monks at the funeral of the mans
butras
wife she was buried in 8 december 667 her husband in 689 AD 125
butras sassanian art and chiA mixture of cultures is apparent the sutras
nese elements the chinese having moved in quite recently 640
and the ritual with which the parties are so much concerned
AD
may have been somewhat eclectic with a foundation of nestorian
christianity in the veil in question what first catches the eye are the
signs of the square and the compass boldy drawn as they are held up
in the right and left hands respectively of the lady and her husband
to quote the official description silk perhaps originally white
newas facing
fuhsi with his consort nuwas
subject the legendary emperor fuhei
about three quarters life size the bodies rise from a
each other
continuous flounce like short white skirt an apron their two inthe
ner arms stretched stiffly and horizontally towards each other
hand of each appearing under the opposite armpit of the other shows
that they are embracing
fu hsi holds in his uplifted left hand a
nu was holds in her right hand a pair of commasons square
from below issue two intertwined serpentine bodies
passes
caduceus of life
the well known caducous
which coil around each other
and death signifying that all things have their opposites cf john
314 etc the whole design is completely surrounded with diagrams of the constellations while above the heads of the two figures
is the sun disc white with red spokes surrounded by twelve smaller circles each connected to the next by a straight line to form an
unbroken circle except at the very top where it is left open plainly
the circle of the months of the year 126 fu hsi is not only the first
king but also the patron of artisans the creator god As de santillana and von dechend
dechand explain it the two characters surrounded
by constellations are fu hsi and nu kua ie the craftsman god and
edra who measure the squareness of the earth and the
his paredra
pareira
par
roundness of heaven with their implements the square with the
11127
127 as they lay the
plumb bob hanging from it and the compass 13127
foundations of the world so the pharoah would go out by night
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with the lady seshat to lay out the foundation of a new temple by
direct bearing on the stars with the proper instruments the
taking directbearing
lady was his one indispensable assistant on the occasion 128 let us
recollect that in the creation hymn of the manual of discipline the
singer promises to gauge all his doings and mark the course of his
ring dance to the music of the spheres with the plumb bob and
119
127
line 129
altana veil are dominated by the
the constellations on the astana
great bear indicating the center of the universe the omphalus or umbilicus mundi the navel of the cosmos 130 thus square compass and
pole star designate the veil as the cosmic gate curtain or barrier to
polestar
worlds beyond
rabbi ishmael recited his prayer just before passing through to
the throne which was behind a curtain and he also informs us that
151
god made for me a garment of glory 131
bearing the same markings as the veil and having the same cosmic significance which reminds one of the close affinity between robe and veil in the very
131
151 and also recalls how the bishop
152
pearl131
peari
Pearl 132
early christian hymn of the pearl132
leading the prayer circle in the syriac testament of our lord stands
with upraised hands and offers a prayer at the veil after which he
proceeds to make the sacrifice the veil of the gate being drawn
133 st
aside
stines version of the priscillian prayer circle
Augu
augustinas
augustines
ends with the apparently incongruous statement 1 I am the gate for
whoever knocks on me which augustine explains in terms of
psalms 247 referring to the veil of the temple 134
the fullest expression of that altruism by which one saves oneself in saving others is a simple but ingenious device employed in the
leaf notebook or
looseleaf
prayer circle it was the diptych a sort of loose
folded parchment placed on the altar during the prayer it contained
of persons whom the people in the circle wished to rethe names ofpersons
member the diptychs are among the oldest treasures preserved in
the oldest churches the name means folded double though the
documents could be folded triple or quadruple as well if the list of

128haus
agypt ischen religionsgeschichte
haus bonnet reallexikon der agyptischen
1291qs
ioslos chap 10 above note 91

berlin

graeter
Gra yter
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1952

p 700

veil was found by stein sloppily executed by an artist to whom the details were a
constellations are unrecognizable save for the great bear which is identical on both veils
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names was very long 135 the prayer for the people on the list was
never part of the later mass but was always a litany a special appeal
for certain persons by litanies one intercedes for certain classes of
136
11136the
persons 11136
the original diptychs were the consular diptychs carried
around by top roman officials the mark of the busy pagan executive in high office according to leclercq when bishops became important figures in city politics high government officials would pre11137
137 As notebooks
157
sent them with diptychs as flattering presents 13137
they were convenient and practical just the thing for keeping and
handling important lists of names and to such a use the christians
gladly put them 138 in the place of the diptychs properly so designated those used in government business there were substituted at
an early time notebooks or leaves or parchment which one would
gradually
place on the altar during the celebration of the mass
the reading of the names out loud was given up and the priest
merely referred to all the faithful whose names were written down
on the diptychs or the leaves taking the place of diptychs 139 the
practice of laying names on the altar is of unknown origin though it
is very old and it is agreed may well go back to the days of the
apostles 140 confusion with the old roman pagan custom of reading
off the names of donors from such lists caused it to be repeatedly
141
denounced by the early fathers in the West
west141
but the problem never
arose in the east and the laying of a small tablet containing the
142
names is to this day the practice in the western syrian rite 11142
at first the list of names was read aloud before being placed on
the altar but as that took up too much time one of the surviving
lists has over 350 names the reading was phased out the list could
143
145
be placed on the altar without any vocal reading of the names 11143
the common practice of scratching ones name on the altar to assure
inclusion in the prayers forever after may go back to old jewish practice for in 3 enoch when the ministering angels utter the prayer
the qaddish
baddish all the explicit names that are graven with a flaming
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style on the throne of glory fly off
and they surround and
on the four sides of the place of his
compass the holy one
144
1144
She
shekhina
khina 1344
since the purpose of the prayer circle was to achieve total unity
of minds and hearts keeping in mind the absent ones it was natural to include the dead as well as the living in remembrance one
prayed for himself and also for all my relatives and close associates
oel
zel velfamiliaitate
ail the saints of the church
ali
for all
tate and forall
consanguinitate vel
consangumitate
borall
familiaritate
familiari
of god as well as for those who died in the faith who are recorded
145 we
in my book of remembrance 11145
pray for ourselves our brothand for those who have paid their due to death
ers and sisters
whose names we have written down or whose names appear on the
and all who stand in the circle with faith recognition
holy altar
146
with devotion and honor to thee 11146
but in the earliest times the
lists of the living and the dead were kept strictly separate in two
147
separate books 11147
for the work for the dead was something special
and apart we remember the dead wrote epiphanius
epiphanous in the 4th
ath
century 1 1I by performing ritual prayers 2 by carrying out certain ordinances and 3 by making certain special arrangements
148
oikonomias 11148
in the clementine recognitions when clement asks
peter shall those be wholly deprived of the kingdom of heaven who
died before christs coming he receives a cautious answer you
force me clement to make public things that are not to be discussed but 1I see no objection to telling you as much as we are allowed to he tells him of the spirits of the dead retained in good
and happy places but refuses to explain how they are to be redeemed 149 likewise when mary asks the lord on behalf of the
apostles how a good man who has completed all the ordinances
may save an undeserving relative who has died she is told that the
good man must repeat all the same ordinances again while naming
the soul of such and such a person on whom 1I am thinking in my
whom he thus mentally accompanies through the
heart mind
kykloi in the transformations metabolia i
proper number of circles kyklol
as he becomes baptized and sealed with the signs psephoi of the

enoch chap 39
145 145quote is from stegmuller
reallexikon 31140 the names in the diptych show by this meeting
realledkon
quote
of individuals the close bond of communion and love which united all the members of the church
darche ologie 41049
naire darcheologie
dictionnaire
cabrol and leclercq Diction
1461ibid
1461bid
bid 41061 62
4 stegmuller reallexikon
31144 46
haeres 377 721 in migne PG 4464lff
148epiphanius
4464iff
4464 lff
epiphanous
epiphanius adv baeres
iff
149ciementine
clementine recognitions 152 also in hugh nibley the world and the prophets salt lake city
ap 153ff
deseret book 1962 pp
44 3
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and so advances 150 what these circles are the reader
may decide for himself we remember not only the saints writes
the areopagite but our parents and friends rejoicing in their condition in the refrigerium
refrigeri um and praying that we too may finish this life
worthily we all join together in this 15151 the refrigerium
reftigetium
um referred to
refrigeri
by the areopagite means those good and happy places spoken of
by peter and alma the greek name for it is anapausis
anapa usis a place where
you rest for a time and the famous stowe missal says the members
anapa usis from adam down to the prespray for all who are in the anapausis
and also for us the
ent day whose names are known to god
151
living sinners 152152
lists beginning with adam smack of genealogy and we have already noted one person who prayed for all those even including the
faithful dead who are recorded in my book of remembrance note
145
in the fierce contentions between churches from the second
century the age of heresy on in which each sought to establish
its priority in authority and doctrine the lists of bishops were
brought forth as the strongest proofs of rival claims tracing the line
of each church down from adam abel seth etc thus combining
ofeach
the idea of dispensation with that of genealogy the idea of keeping
such bishop lists was inspired in the first place stegmuller maintains by the general practice of keeping family records and genealogies among the romans and greeks indeed it may go back to what
mommsen called the genealogical mania of the hellenistic
world 153 in one of the earliest of all orthodox christian writings the
pastor of hermas when the angel asks the writer if he knows the
names of theelect
the elect he replies 1 I cannot keep them in my memory
154
give me a book and I1 will write them down 11154
in his confessions
st augustine requests whoever reads this please remember my
mother and father at the altar for which purpose he gives their full
names 155
st augustine makes a sharp distinction between the martyrs to
16 typically roone prayy
prays 11156
living eor
whom one prays and the livingfor
tot whom oneprays
for
man innocent 1I condemned the old gallic and celtic practices of
praying for all the faithful of this place as well as our kinsmen and

kingdom

opistis
dds sophia pp
OPi
picris
pisris
opl
dis
ris
Pis stis
ap 325 26 322 23
anonymous attributed to origen commentary on job in migne PG 17517
Diction naire darcheologie
cabrol and leclercq dictionnairedarcheologie
dictionnaire
darche ologie 41073
stegmuller reallexikon 31146
47
3114647
pastor of hermas vis 2 in migne PG 2895
st augustine confessions ix
cabrol and leclercq dictionnaire
Diction naire darcheologie
darche ologie 4105

71

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 1979

31

BYU Studies Quarterly, Vol. 19, Iss. 1 [1979], Art. 5

servants in this place and limited the prayer to the official dead and
recognized saints of the roman church though the order was not
enforced outside of italy until charlemagne cracked down 157 in the
eastern churches the lists and the prayers were always separate it is
specifically for the living chrysostom says that we pray standing
with upraised hands 158 As cyril of jerusalem explains it in the
circle we pray for those who are sick and afflicted in short we pray
for whoever is in need of help 159 cyril does not mention the list of
names on the altar in this account but he does elsewhere referring
to this very custom and specifying separate lists for the living and
igo
110
ido in the eastern churches
the dead 160
they prayed mentally for the
living while the memento for the dead was something else requiring of course the actual speaking of their names at some time the
prayer uttered for those whose names were on the altar was not a
fixed formula to judge by one old rubric giving instructions he
the leader joins hands and prays for a while no set limit then he
proceeds with his hands stretched out extensis extended and all
11161
161
igl
those standing in the circle join in igi
the physicist fritjof capra in his reflections on the cosmic
Dance 162 calls attention to that system of archetypal symbols the
dance162
called hexagrams
so calledhexagrams
hexa grams formed of trigrams which were considered to
represent all possible cosmic and human situations in the religious
philosophy of the far east to convey their message the eight trithe
grams are grouped around a circle to the natural order
circle among other things associated with the cardinal points and
with the seasons of the year these rings based on multiples of six
and eight he compares with the latest schemes and formulas of advanced physics for interpreting the universe not only is the basic
circle of eight hexa
hexagrams
grams in the 1I1I ching vaguely similar to the way
fall into a neat hexagonal pattern
masons
in which the eight mesons
known as the meson octet
but also the great ring dance the
hexagrams
the cosmic arch types on which the use of
sixty four hexagrams
the 1I1I ching as an oracle book is based
p 270 presents perhaps
the closest analogy to the S matrix theory in eastern thought both

41071ff
ibid 441071
ff 1073 alcuin introduced the names of the dead into the regular prayer lists of our
107lff
1144
A D stegmuller reallexikon 331144
ancestors where they first appear in an irish canon of circa 700 AD
158 158chrysostom in
11 204
chrysostom
migne PG 11204
119
119cyril
33 116
cyril
cyrll of jerusalem in migne PG 33116
16olbid
146 1137 49
ibid epistle to bishop attalos
astalos of cyprus in migne PG 1461137
61 61cabrol
4 1067
darche ologie 41067
cabrol and leclercq Diction
dictionnaire
naire darcheologie
62
igi
161
capra the tao of physics reflections on the cosmic dance saturday review 10 december
tog of physics new york bantam books 1977 to
too
ap 21ff being a summary of his book the tao
1977 pp
which following page references refer these quotations occur between ap
pp 268 and 272
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being as near as the mind of man can get to explaining reality and
matter
the various patterns and designs produced by ancient oriental religion and modern western science do look a lot alike and this is no
accident according to capra because they both represent the same
reality though why that should be so and exactly what the reality
is and how the two systems of thought are related is beyond human
comprehension at present and may remain so forever what bids us
take both systems seriously however is that each is not only perfectly
consistent within itself but that without any collusion both turn up
the same series of answers so there must be something behind it
Leise gangs discovery that all these rites are in
this reminds us of leisegangs
some way related though today the nature of the connection can
163
11163the
only be surmised 11163
the many ring dances to which he refers were
also cosmic circles and must somehow fit into the same picture
yet one closes capras book and a lot of others with a feeling
ahana fails to get off the
of disappointment somehow this May
mayahana
miyahana
ground what is wrong in giving us a picture of the entire universe including ourselves both the eastern sages and modern physics covering the same ground in different ways seem to leave out
something very important they give us the stage without the play
granted it is magnificent stage a universal stage with self operating
scene shifts providing constant display of ever changing light color
and sound filling the beholder with genuine religious awe still the
more we see of it the more restless and disturbed we become we are
taken on a tour of the studio but that is all the sets are overpowering they include the most dazzling space science spectaculars
but our tour group becomes restive where are the actors where is
the show what is the play what is supposed to be going on here
the cosmic dance of particles whose nature we can never hope to
grasp is not ultimately satisfying even after we are convinced that
that is all there is the divine lila is a rhythmic dynamic play
capra tells us 164 yet ultimately there is nothing to explain and
teas
as long as we try to explain things we are bound by kayma
karma
kanna what
you have seen is the whole show for every part contains all the
165
iry
every particle consists of all other particles 1165
others
the
bootstrap principle would quiet all complaints with its neat circular argument eg one hadron particle produces other hadrons and

ia

above note 114
16aove
161 capra
tag ofphysics
161capra the tao
too
of physics
611611bid
651
ibid
bid pp
ap 381ff 285ff

p 78
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they produce it dont ask how because the process cannot be
grasped in terms of anything in our own experience so the only solution is to stop worrying or looking for explanations you must
settle for that because that is all there is learn to live with it
dont expect more and you will not be disappointed that is the
sum and substance of the wisdom of the east
the whole thing rests in the end not on reason or experience
we are repeatedly told nothing can be described or defined but all
depends on feeling and intuition but if that is so must we not have
respect for our own deep seated feelings in the matter the fact is
that we cannot escape that haunting discontent there is surely more
to the play than the properties the prayer circles christian and jewish give us assurance of that
als
orientals
the old christian prayer circle does not pretend as the orientale
Orient
do to embrace the whole universe and to sum up all knowledge it
is merely a timid knocking at the door in the hopes of being let into
what goes on in the real world mr capra completely ignores the
near eastern and old european schemes and patterns in his survey
and they are quite as rich and ingenious and probably more ancient
than their far eastern derivatives the jewish and christian systems
are late and confused as we get them they wander in an apocalyptic
mist that cannot distinguish between revelation and speculation but
the dominant idea is that there is more much more going on than
we have yet dreamed of but that it is all on the other side of the
door the oriental shuts his eyes in mystic resignation and with infinite humility makes sure that we are aware of his quiet omniscience he knows all there is to know and that is the message
it is joseph smiths prayer circle that puts it all together not
only did he produce an awesome mass of purportedly ancient writings of perfect inner consistency but at every point where his contribution is tested and since he affects to give us concrete historical
material as well as theology and cosmology it can be tested at countless points it is found to agree with other ancient records most of
which are now coming to light for the first time the prayer circle is
one example of that we may not discuss his version too freely but
we have seen enough of the early christian prayer circle to justify
some important conclusions
1 it always appears as a solemn ordinance a guarded secret and
a mystery for initiates only this does not express a desire to mystify but the complete concentration and unity of the participants
that requires the shutting out of the trivia and distractions of the
external world
74
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always takes place in a special setting the temple even in
christian churches of later time there is a conscious attempt to reproduce as nearly as possible the original temple situation
35 the words and gestures do not always make sense to outsiders only he who has ears to hear may hear and only he who
joins in the circle knows what is going on this is because the prayer circles are integral parts of a longer series of ordinances that proceed and follow them taken out of that context they necessarily
seem puzzling
4 though private prayer circles would seem to be out of the
question quackery magic and witchcraft made use of them the
members of the circle are never those of a special social rank family

it

2

guild or profession they are ordinary men and women of the
church with a high priest presiding

in the cairo museum written on a huge shard of red pottery is an ancient
coptic liturgical text which provides a remarkable link between ancient egyptian
Brea things with the name
and early christian beliefs it is a christian book of breathings
of osiris representing the initiate replaced by that of adam as if the egyptian
endowment were organically linked to the christian equally instructive is the
predominance of the prayer circle in the text and the cosmic significance given it
116
modern editor L saintpaul
saint paul girard notes it has eight main divisions 166
As its modem
A

calling upon god

line

111l
L
1111

the tau rho

1

saintpaul
saint paul girard

sign

167

ouriel
fathouriel
fathounel
el Fath
hail ED

161who
who giveth
168

un fragment de Lit
liturgize
macique copte
liturgie
coate
urgie magique
1927 62 67
192762

rakon
ostrakon
Ost
sur ostracon

annales du
da

service

iegypte 27
antiquities de pegypte
the earliest signs of the cross were formed by a greek chi X with the vertical shaft of a greek
J X
rho P or iota 1 I through the middle or by a RHO with a horizontal bar below the loop R
P
interchange able and are found in varying combinations being closely associated also
they were interchangeable
with the crux ansara the famous egyptian ankh or life symbol
for many examples see cabrol
3 1481 1534 the classic latin cross does not appear in the west
d1archeologie
ologie 31481
and leclercq Diction
darcheologie
dictionnaire
51481
naire darche
ff and lecl1485ff
l485ff
until the fourth century and like the others seems to have come from egypt ibid 1485
p
ercq is puzzled that the christians adopted a sign which ran serious risk of being misunderstood
1483
not to worry these symbols had conveyed for centuries the very ideas which the christians
wished them to represent in a new context just as they borrowed current alphabets and other symbols
of general acceptance to convey their own peculiar ideas the symbol prefacing our text is both the
monogram of christ and the earliest symbol of the crucifixion as such it also designates the victory of
light over the darkness as represented in the performance of the mysteries
11phathouriel for Ba
phathounel
bait tsun
Bat
bathuriel
hunel from heb balt
bathunel
tsuri el the house of my strength is god or my
thuriel
selck
seick
paris C Klinck
klinckseick
klmckseick
god my rock girard citing moise schwab vocabulaire de iangelologie sv pans
145
Diction naire darcheologie
darche ologie 11145
since
H leclercq in cabrol dictionnaire
1897 cf tsouri el my rock Is god
the names el adonai eloi and abrasax invoked together at the opening of the rites are all designaBat
bathuriel
hunel as second on the list must be another epithet for el tsuy is
bathunel
tions of the supreme god Ba
thuriel
rres
properly a stone and a foundation coming at the beginning of the rues
rites it strongly suggests the stone
Sheti
yah of hebrew tradition nibley message of
shetiyah
of truth in the egyptian initiation rites and the eben shctiyah
ter
the
th
tle eJoseph
joseph smith papyri ap
thejoseph
pp 120 24
des

t
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169
angels1169
the angels169
angels 1169
antiphoneil
antiphoner
antiphonei
strength comfort 5 who gives replies antip
ei to th
antiphon
honell
honeil
3 hail adonai my lord
hail eloi my god hail
4 abrasax hall
hael 17 hail
lothael70
lathael
lot
hali lothael
hail
171
5 Mistrael
rael who has looked upon the face of the father171
mizrael
misrael
mistrael for Miz
mistriel
Father
17
171 KHOK 173
172
175
lao1172
6 in the power of lao
iao

2

B

solemn adjurations adam as the type of initiate
1I adjure you ie
i e put you under covenant 174
7 by the first seal placed upon the bo
8 dy of adam 1I adjure you a different word

give the hand to

make

175 by the second
swear175
to swear
seal which is upon the members of adam 1I covenant with you
9
176
76
10 by the third seal which marked the vitals bowels
bowels76
117
11 and also the breast heart mind177
mind117
mind 177177
of adam when he was brought low
cast down to become dust earth

girard alters ef
phone nenankelos
nenan
who gives a voice
tiphone
tiphane
eesi
volce to the angels to ef an tiphonet benan
efti
etti
gelos
whose volce
voice replies to the angels because he cannot imagine the meaning of the former gi
rard un fragment de liturgize
Lit
liturgie
urgie p 66 n 2 the first suggests the creation hymn the second the
exchange of expressions at the conclusion of the rites lines 24 27 below
the names of adonai eloi and abraxas are the most common found on those carved gnostic
darche
arche ologie 1 12087
gems called abraxas or abrasax
archeologie
H leclercq in cabrol Diction
2087 88 such
naire d darcheologie
dictionnaire
dicttonnaire
gems representing the world of alexandria and the egyptian greek magical papyri consist of stones
which figure in other superstitions as well august friedrich von pauly and georg wissowa
pallys
Wis sowa paulys
Merz ier
stuttgart J B metzier
ler 1894 191
19 11110
redt encyclopadie der classischen altertumswissenschaft
redl
merzier
metzler
real
110
igl
ilo
iio here
ilio
after cited as RE st augustine writes basilides gives to the almighty god the portentous name of
ABRAXAS and says it contains the number of the course of the year in the suns circuit while the
gentiles designate the same number by the name of Me
25 108 in
meithra
ithra comm in amos i iii
ill in PL 25108
our text abrasax is an epithet of god as the ruler of all and the director and guide of the mysteries
the most common type of abrasax gem of egyptian origin
angin though their meanings have never been
ongin
E 11109
ilog
log 10 depicts the god as anubis with the staff of office that shows him to be the
explained RE
109
orparalemptor
psychopomp conductor of souls or aarde
paralemptor
mystenes as such he is identified
paral emptor guide through the mysteries
adrae
1134ff
darche ologie 11134
Diction
re darcheologie
naz
134ff
ff he is
dictionnaire
with the classic mercury and the christian michael cabrol dictionnal
naire
nal
1 2127 fig 653
often shown as the mummified osins
osiris with or without a crown ibid 12127
imizrael
izrael
rael is the angelic embodiment of divine authority
mizrael
Miz
auth oncy
vocabulatre which
onry girard cit
misrael
IM
dit schwab vocahulaire
enables him to see behind the veil below lines 23 24
111iao
iaolao is the common equivalent for jehovah and god H leclercq in cabrol Diction
dictionnaire
naire
1
daa
d1a
darcheologie
rch e ologie
147 141
darche
LI IS 11147
K it introduces a new phase or change of scene and
MKII
KOK
KHOK occurs in lines 29 and 32 as 70
indicates that at this point certain actions take place our text in the manner of a prompting sheet
ntes performed but only the point at which they
rites
contains only words recited without describing acts or antes
take place the coptic word KOK is the common word for disrobe and related concepts and may
indicate changes in costume
erg
ork era
174ti org
ero tn the ero indicating the person adjured here in the plural while the n is the thing
fra
sworn by W E crum A coptic dictionary oxford the clarendon press 19391
swom
to adjure is to
1939
place another under solemn obligation by entering a covenant with him
timarko
Ti tarko means literally give the hand to in token of covenant wilhelm spiegelberg koptisches
titarko
Koptis ches
handworterbuch heidelberg C winter 19211
make to swear adjure entreat crum coptic diction
1921
169 169girard

1

ti

ary
171roobe
roobe
boobe

as here means to set a mark or stamp upon to impress upon to leave a mark on for
tchot meaning size age form which girard emends
amends to tshlot meaning kidney
vitals the original has t achot
tchlo
also the internal organs
dj bend be interlaced
tchlodj
possibly from the root tch
tchlodi
lodi
it is the hebrew kliyot
klinot
the reins kidneys inward parts crum coptic dictionary
177 P fe
177p
hert heart mind thought reason cf the greek st ethos the breast as the receptacle of principles
and of
of thought and hebrew leb the heart as the seat of various feelings affections and emotions
hebrew and chaldee lexicon boston A L bradley
moral sentiments
benjamin davies ed
e

1875
18751
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C

the

healing of the man adam

12

until jesus christ stand bail for him lit takes him by the hand in the

embrace
13 of his father

178

the father hath

raised him up or met him179
him119

D the breathing resurrection motif
he hath breathed in
14 his face and filled him with the breath of life send to me
15 thy breath of life
even to this true and faithful one or to this ves
sel180
sel10 amen amen amen
E

A type of the crucifixion
16 sousa sousa sousa
sousa8181 1I covenant with you by the three cries of distress
17
18

F

which
the son uttered on the cross namely eloi eloi A
192
182
hlebakos
h1ebaks atone
hlebaks
atone192
atinf111
that is to say god my god why djou has thou forsaken
me

the hymn
19 holy holy holy hail david the father ancestor
of christ he who sings praises psalms in the church of the first born
pl of heaven hail
pi
21 david theopa tor
ancestor of the lord of the joyful ten stringed
lyre183
lyre13 who sings
altar114
22 within the veil of the altar184
altar 184
23 the joyful one either david or the altar hail hormosiel
Horm osiel who sings
within the veil
20

114

the

verb for covenant is here shep tore vb intr
cintr grasp the hand be surety for undertake
crum coptic dictionary with the object umof
thidj
mmof as here it means be surety for hn m thide
thidi m pef elot
girard renders entre les mainsde
de son pere ie in his embrace
mains
mainske
erata
119tahof
eratf can mean either set up establish cause to stand or meet with reach anothtahoferatfan
er

18othe
pates girard reads as greek pithos vessel though he finds the idea bizarre
pztes
pitas
the coptic word pites
early christian and jewish writers however speak of the living body which is the subject of this
skeous epist
angeion
passage as a vessel angelion
angeion barnabas calls the living body the blessed vessel to kalon syeous
enist
gor
thos a greek equivalent forpithanos
for pel
21 end on the other handpithos
peithos
thanos
hand pithos is an alternative spelling forpeithos
plithos
pei
for pathanos
pithanos
hanos
pi banos
forpit
obedient
receptive a fit epithet for initiate
girard makes no attempt to interpret sousa but since this is a cry for help one thinks of the
greek imperative soze mid soso or infin
anfin mid dosai
sosai meaning to rescue some maintain that the name of
abrasax is derived from habros and soa gentle savior or ie magni
fique sauveur
H leclercq in
magnifique
magniflque
Diction naire darche
ologie 11129
darcheologie
cabrol dictionnaire
129

the unfamiliar aramaic the subject of mystic speculation or just confusion girard restores it
to elema sabaktani the trouble seems to be the scribes insistence on reading the last three syllables as
the familiar adonai atone
113 113girard
girard alters thea to theo and borrows trepat
theopator iancetre
1ancetre du
the
pat
thepat
pdt from the next word to get theopator
kithara
pa ti cithara
christ an epithet of david in byzantine liturgy patitshittharashe is divided into pal
rashe tamft
nkap
tamet
ramft fikap
fikac the harp of joy of ten strings the ten stringed harp is a cosmic concept ten being
nlrashe
nl
the perfect number of the pythagoreans
after writing veil of the altar the scribe erased the veil the expression p houn mpthesastrion
antos tou thysiasterion meaning inside the sanctuary
is for the greek formula entos
william F arndt and F
wilbur gingrich A greek english lexicon of the new testament and other early christian literature
though thyastherion properly means altar
chicago university of chicago press 19571
1957
1121s
Is
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G prayer circle
185
24 of the father
father185
they repeat after him those who are at the entrances
gates
25 doors and those who are upon the towers ie the watch men at the
gates and when they hear what he says namely the tribes or gates
who
26 are within the twelve worlds they joyfully
27 repeat it after him holy holy one or jesus holy father 186 amen
28 amen amen hail Are
brais in heaven and earth
arebrais
1117
29 then you pi bless praise god pray 187
KUK meaning that at this
KOK
point certain actions are performed hail 0 sun hail ye twelve little
children
sun188 hail ye twelve phialas
30 who overshadow protect the body of the sun
phials
31 filled with water they have filled their hands they have scattered abroad
32 the rays of the sun lest they burn up the fruits
19 fill thy hands
field19
field 89
33 of the field89
pronounce blessing upon this
34 cup KOK another ordin
ordinance
ancel

H entering
35

36
37
38
39

the presence

hail ye four winds of heaven
hail ye four corners of the earth the inhabited earth
hail ye hosts st ratia of heaven ie the stars hail

oikoumene

igo
190

thou earth land of the inheritance
hail 0 garden or power authority of the holy ones saints
191
19
igi
oq
one holy father
father19
of the father191
Father
40 holy son
conj
sonj holy ghost
41

amen

Harm
osiel is the exalted angel who sounds the trumpet and shares with mizrael
harmosiel
misrael the privilege of
beholding the lord behind the veil the priscillianists were accused of worshipping
wor shipping him
Harm osiel instructs them girard cieux
harmosiel
cieus qui sont sur les portes
pones et les tours font echo a sa voix

is quite specific
w Is per bakios
hakios for the greek formula eis pater hagios
harros though Is is the common writing for jesus
and such an identity is monophysite making jesus identical with the father As it is girard must insert

another hagios to make a proper trishagion
trisha gion
girard salut 0 douzepetits
dm soleil
douze petits enfante
donze
le
ie corps du
protegez
proteges
prote gez
quiprotegez
enfants qui
though this can also be read
minor servants the reference to the little children in our prayer circle situation recommends the former also the preposition mmof
umof would justify screen from him the body of the sun walter till
Kop tische grammatik
koptische
leipzig VEB verlag enzyklopadie 19701
1970
258 see the following note
189the
the twelve water jugs and reference to the watering of vegetation recall the peculiar arrangements
arrangments
of the prayer circles in 1 and 2 jeu according to pistis sophia p 84 the earth must be shielded from
the rays of the sun by veils or curtains lest all life be consumed today the filtering of the suns rays by
layers of atmosphere of various particles is held to be essential to sorting out life giving rays from deadly
ones and thus making vegetation and other life possible upon the earth
19othe
che
the imagery of the closing passage belongs to the coronation rites the four comers of the earth
motif is basic see hugh nibley facsimile no 1 by the figures A new look at the pearl of great
price part 8 improvement era 72 august 196982ff
196982ff paulinus of nola associated the coronation and
universal rule with the types of crosses discussed above note I1 moema
poema XIX lines 638 41 in PL
a teaching confirmed by st ambrose and
111p
schom means either garden or authority both
P tchom

61546

st jerome

are appropriate the garden as the sanctified inheritance of the saints the authority being that with which the exalted holy ones of the father are
invested the original text however hasp shom which also makes sense since it means summertime
ie the summertime of the just when the saints receive their celestial inheritance eg the pastor of

hermas
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